Buyer’s Inspection Check List

Outside the Home
First circlethehome, carefully inspecting everything while making written notes. Here s

what tolook for:

O Exterior Construction: Isit frame, brick, stucco, or siding? Check for peeling or
flaking paint.

O Walkways: Are they cracked, in need of replacement or marked by the city for
replacement?

O Driveway: Off-street parking is important. Is the driveway cracked or in need of
replacement?

O Lawn and Landscaping: Isthesize ofthe yard adequate? Isthe landscaping healthy?

O Decks, Patios, Porches and Fences: Is there rotting wood? Have theybeen painted
and maintained?

O Outside Retaining Walls: Are there cracks or bulges from water pressure or old
age?

O Windows and Doors: Arethe frames solid? Are they‘double-pane windows or are
there storm windows? Do they open and shut easily? Bear in mind that one
replacement window can cost from $200 to $300?

O Gutters and Down Spouts: Do they leak and need replacement?

00 Water and Sewage: Is there public water and sewage? If there is a septic tank; it
should be checked by an expert for leakage and repair.

O Electrical Service: Does the outside wiring look old and outdated? Has the outside
wiring been replaced and updated to code?

O Roof: Istheroof made of shingles or slate? Isthere discoloration? Are there missing
or bucking shingles? When was the roof last replaced?

O Chimney: Isit brick or cement? Are there bricks or parts missing?
O Garage: Checktheroof, inside and outside structures.

O Buried Tanks: Are there any buried oil tanksin the yard? They canbe expensive to
remove.

O Electrical or Telephone Towers: Arethere high-powered towers nearby? This may
decrease the future value ofthe home.

Inside the Home

Ask the seller for a printout of detailed information concerning the home. This should
includethe age of the house, size of eachroom, size ofthe lot, theamount of property taxes,
etc. Ask theseller or agent how long the property has been on the market. Thenmake written



notesasyou walk throughthe home.

0 Bathrooms: Look at thetile, floors, and walls. Examine the tub or shower. Is there
adequate storage?

O Kitchen: Hasthekitchenbeen updated? Arethe appliancesincluded inthe purchase
price? How old are they? Examine the cabinets and their construction materials. Is
there adequate storage space?

O Closets: Is there adequate storage space?

O Walls and Ceilings: Scan the walls and ceilings. Check for cracks or water stains
which may indicate aroof orbathroom leak.

O Floors: Do the floorsappearto bebalanced and even? Are the floorshardwood? Are
the floors carpeted? Look for stains and deterioration.

O Fireplace: Isit wood-burning? Has the current owner operatedit?
OJ Insulation: Hasthe home adequate insulationinthe attic and side walls?

0 Basement: Look at the foundation walls and wood joists for cracks or new cement
work which covers previous structural problems. Look for leaks and ask current
ownerabout leakagefromrain.

O Plumbing: Look forleaks or dampnessin walls, ceilings, andinbasement near water
lines. Turn on faucets to test for water pressure. Check inside sewer lines in the
basement for leakage. Examine the hot water heater for leakage and askitsage. (A
hot water heater usually lasts about ten years.) '

O Heatingand Cooling: Ask the age of the furnace and cooling systems and ask ifs they
are inworking order.

O Electrical System: Check the fuse box to determine ifit has old-fashioned fuses or
modern circuit breakers. Check light switches, electrical outlets and lighting fixturesto
seethat they are inworking condition.

Ifthepotential buyeris satisfied with theirinitial inspectionofthe home, they shouldinclude
intheir offerto purchasea contingency clause whichindicates that their offeris contingent upon
the home passing an inspectionbya certified home inspector. The home inspector will, fora
few hundred dollars, inspect allmechanical and building functions ofthe home and submita
detailed written reportto thebuyerindicating any problems and what it will costtocorrect the
problems. The seller might reduce the asking price or offer to share the expense infixing any
problems foundin theinspection report.

Also, consider paying a qualified appraiser for an official appraisal report which will guide
youindetermining the value of the property before making an offer. Inaddition, ask to see
the seller’s utility and real estate property tax bills for the past twelve months.



